Diagnostic validity of an expert tuberculosis commission that assists the diagnosis of bacteriologically negative suspected TB cases in Havana, Cuba.
The Provincial Tuberculosis Commission of Havana, Cuba, a multi-speciality committee, assists clinicians in diagnosing bacteriologically negative tuberculosis (TB). At its weekly meetings, clinicians present the files of suspected TB cases for discussion, diagnosis and recommendations. This prospective study assessed the validity of the diagnoses made by the Commission by comparing the diagnoses made with diagnoses ascertained after one year of follow-up. Between October 2002 and December 2003, 126 patients suspected to have TB but who were bacteriologically negative completed diagnostic work at the Commission. Fifty-three (42%) were diagnosed as TB cases. The definite diagnosis of 116 patients (92%) was ascertained after one year of follow-up. Six patients diagnosed by the Commission as TB cases were suffering from other diseases, while one patient diagnosed with pneumonia had a definite diagnosis of pulmonary TB. The diagnostic sensitivity and specificity of the Commission were 98% (95% CI 93-100) and 92% (95% CI 85-98), respectively. The Provincial Tuberculosis Commission of Havana can be considered a valuable tool for the diagnosis of TB in patients suspected of TB but who are bacteriologically negative. A comparable approach, adapted to the local conditions, could prove useful in other epidemiological and healthcare settings.